
Managing Waste

Product Stewardship-

A New Model for the Future



I. History 
• Local Government Role

• Changing Waste Stream

• Post-WWII production and consumption boom

• Environmental Issues and Concerns 

• WI Waste Reduction and Recycling Law

II. State and Local Budget Crisis

III. Product Stewardship- a new model
• Sustainability 

• Local government Action

Overview
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Urban squalor caused public 
health concerns

Waste Then – Early 1900s



Local Government response - collection
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Public Health Issue



Change in Waste

Grey area includes coal ash



• Economist Victor Lebow (1955): 
"Our enormously productive 
economy demands that we make 
consumption our way of life…. We 
need things consumed, burned up, 
worn out, replaced and discarded at 
an ever-increasing rate." 

• Suburbia

• Freeway system constructed
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Post WWII Production & 

Consumption Boom



• 1970   First Earth Day

• 1972   EPA bans DDT

• 1980   Superfund created

Environmental Issues / Awareness



•1987 Garbage Barge

•1989 Exxon Valdez 
spill

•1989 WI Waste 
Reduction and 
Recycling Law 
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Environmental Issues / Awareness 

Continued



• Manufactured products and packaging now 75% of waste (US EPA) 

• With successful recycling, amount landfilled stable since 1990      
170 million tons/year

US EPA

Waste in the US



• Over $1.5 million/year to 
operate household hazardous 
waste programs in WI

• Waukesha County communities 
pay over $11 million/year to 
collect and dispose of trash.

• Five local governments spent                                              
$192,000 to collect 500 tons                                                           
of electronics in 2008.

Who Pays?

High cost to local government 

(taxpayers) to collect and 

dispose



• Recycling Grant funding

• Local government budget 
and staff cuts

▫ Unpaid furloughs, vacant 
positions, less education

• Increased state landfill tip 
fee

▫ Now $12.997/Ton of waste 

State and Local Budget Crisis



Producers/

Distributors/

Retailers
Taxpayers

Slide courtesy of Product Policy Institute

Government Handles Waste –

Old Model



• Product stewardship means all parties who 
have a role in designing, producing, selling or 
using a product shall assume responsibility for 
the environmental impacts of that product 
throughout its life.

• A new model- Producer has greatest ability to 
reduce environmental impact

Product Stewardship – New Model



Producers/

Distributors/

Retailers
Customer 

Service

Slide courtesy of Product Policy Institute, 

modified.

Product Stewardship



• Production and use of products is largest source of US 
greenhouse gas emissions (37 – 44%) US EPA

• When Producers share responsibility for disposal

• Incentive to design better products

• Reduce toxics

• Conserve resources & energy

• Reduce waste

Sustainability



…large quantities, costly to manage, potentially hazardous

• Computers/TVs

• Fluorescent lamps

• Paint

• Batteries

• Pesticides

• Cell phones

• Old Medicines
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Targets for Product Stewardship…



• Battery recycling www.rbrc.com

• Thermostats www.thermostat-
recycle.org

• Fluorescent bulbs

• Computers- Dell, hp, Samsung

• Cell phones

Voluntary Programs

http://www.rbrc.com/
http://www.thermostat-recycle.org/
http://www.thermostat-recycle.org/
http://www.thermostat-recycle.org/
http://www.call2recycle.org/home.php?c=1&w=1&r=Y


• Canada (British Columbia), 
European Union

• Minnesota, Iowa, Michigan all 
have E-cycling laws

• Wisconsin – Act 50 passed! 
10/09

Product Stewardship Legislation



• Save collection and disposal costs

• Convenient collection programs 
(may be at retail stores)

• Reduced environmental risk

• Better designed products

• Better education

• Measurable results
Paint processing facility in British Columbia

Benefits to Government/Taxpayer



• Protect Public Health

• Assure convenient programs

www.value4gov.org

• Prevent pollution vs. cleanup 

• Incentivize “smart” design

• Ensure safe standards –
transparency, goals, regulation
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Government Role

http://www.valueforgov.org/
http://www.valueforgov.org/


• Educate ourselves, Boards and Committees

• Pass ordinances supporting Product Stewardship

• Participate in AROW Product Stewardship Committee

• Distribute information to the public at events, libraries, web 
links

• Support specific legislation

Local Government Action



AROW Product Stewardship 

Committee

• Sign up at www.arow-online.org

• Information on legislation 
posted

• Sample ordinances, fact sheets, 
letters of support

• Links to bills, background 
information

• Schedule/updates for 
legislative action

• Coordinate 
statements/positions

• Flyers/handouts for public 
events

• Working with Midwest 
Product Stewardship Council, 
Product Policy Institute, 
Product Stewardship Institute

http://www.arow-online.org/
http://www.arow-online.org/
http://www.arow-online.org/


Questions?

Co-Chairs

AROW Product Stewardship 
Committee

Karen Fiedler

(262) 896-8014

kfiedler@waukeshacounty.gov

Jennifer Havens

(715) 386-4675

jenniferha@co.saint-croix.wi.us

Toral Jha

Executive Director

Associated Recyclers of Wisconsin 
(AROW)

(608) 243-8643

Exec-director@arow-online.org

www.arow-online.org
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